Season 28 SNL – REVEALED

Episode 9: Jeff Gordon/Avril Lavigne (1/11/03)

The Rating System:

4 Coneys – Best Ever

0 Coneys – Worst Ever

Totals:

0-10 Coneys – Garbage

11-20 Coneys – Needs Improvement

21-30 Coneys – Average

31-40 Coneys – Above Average

41-50 Coneys  - Instant Classic

51+ Coneys - Unparalleled Comic Genius

Pre-show Comments:

Jason:  I have no idea what to expect from this episode. I know Avril will earn a few coneys for what will most likely be a very comical performance (unintentionally), but Gordon? The only thing I can compare it to is the Coca-Cola Racing Team movie shorts they play at AMC Theaters before films. Those are pretty bad too. Sports stars on SNL are so hit or miss. Mosely for example? Best ever. Derek Jeter on the other hand? Worst. I'd say this episode has as much buzz as the McCormack episode last Fall. What does this all mean? I guess I don't mind missing the show live due to Interpol's stop in Detroit Saturday night. I did read they are planning a Joe Millionaire spoof called "Joe Huge Penis" though. That should be best.

In other SNL news, NBC has announced there will be a live SNL Superbowl halftime show. Hopefully it will be better than those dreadful 20 minute Thursday night shorts they did after Friends a few times back in 2000. SNL seldom succeeds in goofy time slots when a rather large audience is expected. Time will tell. Oh, and RAY LIOTTA IS HOSTING THE 1/18/03 EPISODE!!!! LIOTTA!!!

Heather: Who knew?? SNL and NASCAR?? Together at last?? I'm at a complete loss as to what to expect when Jeff Gordon hosts SNL this week. Which is not that unusual since Gordon will be the first motor sports driver to ever host the show. Gordon was quoted as saying, "It should be a great experience, but I don't know what to expect. It will probably be a lot like The Winston -- 90 minutes of controlled chaos." Uhhh yeah. I don't know. I think I'm going to once again stick my neck out and give it the benefit of the doubt. Last season's Mosley episode ended up being pretty decent and spawned the infamous Extreme Wedding sketch. Hopefully Gordon will follow down the same path.

As for Avril, she's starting to grow on me, so I'm kind of looking forward to her performance. If it's sans Sk8er Boi, it should be cool.

Cold Opening:  Kim Jung II

Premise:  The North Korean leader comes clean about any suspicions on his country

Jason:  Man was this painfully long.  The concept that Jung is actually a liar would clear up lots of questions Bush is facing right now, but talk about stretching out a one-bit idea.  This thing felt like 10 minutes.  Speaking of Bush, where is Parnell’s impression?  So underused.  The only thing funny about this was Sanz in the background mumbling sounds that he felt represented their language.  

1 Coney

Heather:  This sucked!  Way too long and not funny in the least.  Not a good way to start off the show.

0 Coneys

Monologue:  Gordon

Jason:  After seeing his still photo introduction with him decked out in his NASCAR outfit, I worried he would actually be wearing it during the monologue.  That would have been more desperate than Vardalos starting off with “I’m the girl from My Big Fat Greek Wedding”.  Much like the cold opening, this was also stretched past its welcome.  I’m not into the redneck/NASCAR/white trash humor much, so Parnell and Dratch playing race fans didn’t get me laughing.  There is also something about Gordon’s mannerisms and the way he talks.  He reminds you of some kid you knew in a college class sometime that never really seemed to get it.  Maybe it’s just me.

1 Coney

Heather:  Well, this is about what I expected from Gordon’s monologue: lotsa NASCAR jokes, which were so-so.  At least Gordon seemed to be pretty comfortable in front of the camera.

½ Coney.  

Commercial Parody:  Joe Hetero

Premise:  Instead of the bachelor not being real millionaire, this time he’s secretly gay

Jason:  So begins the Joe Millionaire parodies mentioned in so many sketch spoilers.  This was pretty good.  Poehler’s over-enthusiastic bit was really well done.  Meyers has also proved countless times he can pull off a very believable gay may.  Not shabby.

3 Coneys

Heather:  Awesome!!  I am completely hooked on Joe Millionaire, so I found this to be hilarious.  The “stone cold gay” idea, while predictable, was still a good twist.  Especially when coupled with Meyers sly comment, “Y’all look fierce in those gowns,” which almost had me on the floor.  I’m looking forward to seeing several of these skits throughout the show.

4 Coneys

Sketch:  Brian Fellows Safari Planet

Premise:  The host of an animal showcase can’t keep his mind straight

Jason:  You knew it was coming back sooner or later.  We haven’t seen this overused sketch since Damon back in 10/02.  It wasn’t funny then, and it wasn’t much better now.  The first guest brings on an animal, Fellows doesn’t like, the second guest brings on an animal, Fellows has a daydream about the first – REPEAT, REPEAT, REPEAT.  Such a dead formula.  Slight laugh this time around for Morgan playing Fellows’ Mom in the daydream though.  

1 Coney

Heather:  No….No…..NOOOOOO!!!  Why they insist on continuing to do this sketch is beyond me.  I seriously can’t stand this idea anymore.

0 Coneys

Sketch:  Access Hollywood

Premise:  AH investigate the Diana Ross DUI story
Jason:  Whoa.  Fallon actually did a decent impression.  His take on AH host Pat O’Brein was dead on.  “Wait to you see what Leonardo DeCaprio is doing.  He’s on water skis”.

The sketch took a nose dive when it shifted to it’s main focus though.  Maya’s Ross was boring!  She was pretty much playing her Versache character with a slightly tweaked voice and wig.  Dumb.

0 Coneys

Heather:  Diana Ross gets on my nerves as did this sketch.  Seems like Lorne was getting anxious to have Maya in a skit.

0 Coneys

Commercial Parody:  Joe Caucasian

Premise:  The cute white bachelor is actually a black man in makeup

Jason:  Even better than Joe Hetero.  “I’m gonna get all these white girls pregnant”.  Best.

3 Coneys

Heather:  So good!!  Short and sweet and so funny.  A great combination.  Morgan’s “white” face and hair were the best!  “I’m gonna get all these white chicks pregnant.”

4 Coneys

Sketch:  Career Day

Premise:  An Air force Captain and a Carpet Salesman discuss their jobs at an elementary school career day 

Jason:  This whole routine was done much, much better by Billy Crystal and Robert Costanzo in City Slickers back in 1991.  Remember that scene where Billy Crystal is speaking at his son’s career day about being a salesman for a radio station and Costanzo as Sal is bitching about some lady who carelessly wanders through his construction site?  “I yell down at her, ‘Hey! You can't go there ya stupid bitch.’ And suddenly, this big steam fittin' bursts and this goddamn crane crashes right down on her legs. And she's screaming, ‘My Legs! My Legs!’ And I say, ‘No shit, your legs, you got a two-thousand-pound goddamn crane on you.”

For those who do recall, this is basically the same exact bit.  One guy is boring, one is not.  Unfortunately, this whole sketch was boring.  I also can’t believe I just referenced City Slickers.

0 Coneys

Heather:  Hmm…this was pretty boring.  It was nice to finally see Poehler in a full sketch.  Unfortunately it was a really lame one.

0 Coneys

Sketch:  Star Dates

Premise:  Parody of the E! show where “regular” people go on dates with washed up celebs.
Jason:  BUSEY!  BUSEY!  Richards played Gary Busey here and it was 100% flawless.  This guy’s impressions just keep getting better.  Bill O’Reilley, Wonka, Dr. Phil – Richards has been consistently delivering.  

The sketch is up there with the Falconers, Courtroom Bullhorns and Britney/Justin dance-offs of Season 28.  Instant classic.  At one point, Busey lights a packet of Sweet and Low on fire for no reason and then simply changes topics.  So good.  I hope to see this impression back many times.

4 Coneys

Heather:  Gary Busey!!!  My like for Richards totally skyrocketed after seeing this sketch.  His Busey impression was amazing.  Perfect.  I haven’t been able to check out the real Star Dates show, but have always laughed at the commercials.  And knowing SNL, this skit was probably dead on.  And the fact that they had Gary Busey of all people as the “star” date was just phenomenal.

4 Coneys.

Commercial Parody:  Joe Not-A-Rapist

Premise:  The girls don’t know Joe is actually a convicted rapist

Jason:  The last time Parnell played a dirty pervert was in the horrible Merv the Perv sketch from the Gellar episode.  This time around his character had the same look, but no lines.  Call me crazy, but that’s what it took to make his perv impression work.  

3 Coneys

Heather:  This one wasn’t as funny as the previous Joe sketches, but Parnell’s creepy rapist face still made me crack up.

3 Coneys

Music:  Avril Lavigne

Jason:  No tie!  Say what?  At least the chain wallet and red/white/blue wristband were represented.  She chose her ballad number as the opener.  I’m too lazy to look up the title.  Not at good as SK8TR Boi.

1 Coney

Heather:  Avril.  So intense.  Or so bored??  Totally diggin the guitar player / backup singer guy though.

1 ½  Coney

Weekend Update

Jason:  WU is really taken a turn for the better recently.  Gore was pretty solid and so was this one.  For the second time tonight, Fallon was actually pretty funny.  His whole Grammy dream was pretty clever.  

Poehler and Kattan as the Clone Aid people were pretty good too.  Poehler’s lips and voice were also classic. 

The best part of this WU?  The return of HOLLYWOOD!  This is probably Kattan’s best character ever.  America was introduced to Hollywood on the Mosely episode last season and subsequently hasn’t seen him since.  Even though Kattan combined the Hollywood character with his other popular impression of Gay Speed skating Hitler, it was still great.  My only complaint?  Too short.  

4 Coneys

Heather:  Great Weekend Update!!  Poehler was priceless as the Clone Aid president Briggite Boisselier.  I was overjoyed to see the return of Gay Hitler, this time around Gay Hollywood Hitler!  Kattan’s mix of Gay Hitler and Hollywood was awesome.  I even got a few chuckles out of Fallon and Forte’s little bit about Fallon’s Grammy nomination.  Fallon didn’t seem like such a tool and actually likeable.  Rare.  Forte’s face and voice were what really got me laughing though.  I especially loved the joke about Fallon’s college party mix tapes being lame according to Forte.  “Who puts Ghostbusters on twice?  In a row??”  Funny shit.

4 Coneys

Sketch:  “Over Here”

Premise:  Fallon and Sanz play two fish tank service men (who may actually be imposters over here)

Jason:  I can’t believe I’m doing it, but I’m about to give the Sanz/Fallon combo full coneys.  They usually fall pretty flat with The Leatherman, Jarrett’s Room, etc., but there is something about this sketch.  They basically play two losers who add “over here” to the end of all their wisecracks.  Example:  Lady #1:  “Oh give me a break” Over Here Guys:  “Gimme a break?  We got Delta Burke over here”.  Might not sound funny on paper, but try incorporating “over here” (with a strong NY accent) into your vocabulary and emails like Adam Graham and I have been all week.  


Further support:  here is the above paragraph in “over here” language:

I can’t believe I’m doing it, but I’m about to give the Sanz/Fallon combo full coneys over here.  They usually fall pretty flat with The Leatherman, Jarrett’s Room, etc, but there is something about this sketch over here.  The two basically play two losers who add “over here” to the end of all their wisecracks over here.  Example:  Lady #1:  “Oh give me a break” Over Here Guys:  “Gimme a break?  We got Delta Burke over here”.  Might not sound funny on paper, but try incorporating “over here” (with a strong NY accent) into your vocabulary and emails like Adam Graham and I have been all week over here.  Over here.  4 Coneys over here. Best over here.  

And Armisen over here!  What the hell!  He just starts screaming with his pants down over here.  Classic over here.

4 Coneys 

Heather:  Ok.  At first all I could think was what a shame it was to follow such a great Weekend Update with such a stupid sketch.  I was not laughing at all while Fallon and Sanz’s aquarium repairmen characters were in the house with their “over heres”.  But then it switches to the shrink’s office and suddenly I can’t stop laughing.  While usually I HATE it when Fallon and Sanz are in sketches together because all they do is laugh, this time around I was laughing along with them.  The “over heres” were getting so ridiculous that it was funny.  And the fact that Armisen and Forte jumped into the mix made it even better.  Armisen.  So serious at first as the shrink.  But then come to find out that he is actually a mental patient himself and he ends up screaming with his pants around his ankles!!  ARMISEN!!

3 Coneys  

Sketch:  Charlie Rose

Premise:  Jeff Richards plays Charlie Rose in a parody of his interview show

Jason:  Hammond in his first sketch of the night.  He’s probably getting worried that Richards is becoming the new go-to guy for impressions.  Richards was again perfect in the role.  Unfortunately, the sketch wasn’t really solid.  The bit was that Rose keeps getting Rumsfeld (whom Hammond is playing) confused with Cheney.  Funny at first, but sort of got old.

2 Coneys

Heather:  Oh Richards.  This was no Bill O’Reilley, but still decent.

2 Coneys

Commercial Parody:  Joe Dude

Premise:  The girls don’t know Joe is actually a woman

Jason:  Still good, but the least funny of the bunch.  Fey played the women.  Nice to see her in sketches she’s actually funny in.

2 Coneys

Heather:  I kinda figured they would play the “Joe is really a woman” card.  Still good though.  Fey with a mullet.  “Damn.”

2 Coneys

Music:  Avril Lavigne

Premise:  Recurring theme with the two performers complaining about something
Jason:  Complicated!  Best.  She looked pretty bored though.

2 Coneys

Heather:  1st half of the song:  Still bored Avril??  You’re on SNL for crying out loud!!  But then the second half kicks in and she’s back to the Avril everyone knows.  Still not as crazy as I expected though.  Spent most of the time drooling over the guitar player again!!

2 Coneys

Sketch:  The Terry Funck Hour

Premise:  Parnell hosts a poorly produced basement talk show
Jason:  Parnell hit this one on the head.  Everyone made a talk show video like this in high school or junior high.  Everything was perfect.  The miscues, the arms in front of the camera, handwritten credits on paper – but overall, it still managed to suck a little.  

Parnell’s character got really annoying after 10 seconds.  Gordon (in his first and only memorable contribution of the night) was hilarious as Terry’s cousin Ricky.  “The smell of your Mom’s dryer sheets are ki-ii-ii-ii-ck aa-ss-ss (imitating a machine gun)”.  

It doesn’t deserve to, but I’m sure this will become a recurring sketch.  I predict one more showing by May.

2 Coneys

Heather:  This was so weird!!  Unfortunately not in a funny way.  Hopefully this will NOT become a recurring sketch.

0 Coneys

Sketch:  Stripper Pole

Premise:  Infomercial style sketch about a portable “stripper pole”
Jason:  Was this a MAD TV sketch?  It was looked and felt as inconsistent as one.  It was hard to tell who wrote this one since Edwards and Morgan were just as equally into it.  I guess it’s a funny idea, it was just executed poorly.

1 Coney

Heather:  Eh.  An ok ending.  Edwards’ face made me giggle a bit.  And of course, Poehler’s stripper character, Busty Canyon, was quite entertaining.

2 Coneys

Closing Comments:

Jason:  Was Gordon even in this episode over here?  It was hard to tell.  I guess this doesn’t surprise me.  As mentioned in past reviews, when the host is sort of a no-name, they are often reduced to simple back ground characters.

Nothing but good came from this though.  With the host’s input on sketches out of the way, the cast was able to shelve off some ideas that no doubt have been laying around for awhile.  Where was the heavy rumored Joe Huge Penis commercial parody though?  That had potential to be the best of the Millionaire spoofs.  Here’s hoping Richard’s Busey and Over Here make another appearance before the remaining 11 or so episodes are up too.  

Next week is Liotta and Donnas over here.  As Adam Graham pointed out, it’s possibly the best pairing since Jack Black and The Strokes.  Can’t wait for next Saturday over here.

PS:  Don’t tell anyone I let my Fallon guard down on this episode.  Mathematically, it was bound to happen at least once during the season.

34 out of 64 Coneys

Heather:  This episode ended up being way better than I thought.  There are definitely a few sketches in here that will played over and over again (BUSEY!).  But what was really weird was that Gordon hardly played any of the main characters in the few sketches he was in.  He was only in about 6 of the 15 sketches (not including Avril).  It seemed like there wasn’t even a host.  Not that I’m complaining though. 

And what is going on with Fallon??  Has he been taking comedic acting lessons all of the sudden??  He still bugs the shit out of me, but it was nice to watch a few of the funny skits he was in without them being completely ruined.

A few more tidbits from the end credits that made me smile.  Armisen and Avril hug!  So cute.  And Poehler pointing to her Clash t-shirt in a tribute to Joe Strummer.  Nice.

32 out of 64 Coneys

